Fisheries Restoration in the Kennebec River
Nick Bennett, Staff Scientist, NRCM
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Watershed potential
Saco River 720,630
Presumpscot River 147,700
Androscoggin River 2,300,000
Kennebec River 11,143,086
Union River 2,000,000
Penobscot River 14,561,305
Penobscot St Croix River 22,660,000
Damariscotta 1,034,000
Total 54,566,721
Kennebec St Croix







Herring catch limits could plummet

Lobstermen may
be forced to find

new bait source

BY BILL TROTTER
OF THE NEWS STAFF

The availability of herring
along the coast of Maine, where
much of the catch is used as bait
for the state’s $250 million lobster
industry, is a little bit better this
fall than it was last year.

Next year, however, could be a
different story

In 2008, only four days of her-
ring fishing were allowed in the
inner Gulf of Maine for all of
September, when the lobster
industry usually gets busy This
year, herring fishermen can
catch herring four days each
week, from Sunday evening until
Thursday evening.

The reason for this, according
to fishing officials, is that regula-
tors took steps to avoid having
too much of the annual quota of
43,150 metric tons for the inner
Gulf of Maine landed earlier in
the year By limiting herring
fishing to two days a week in
June, July and August, it has
reduced the possibility that too
much of the quota would be
caught before Oct. 1.

But according to fisheries offi-
clals, the outiook for 2010 is
bleak. A new requirement of the
reauthorized federal Magnuson-
Stevens Act, which protects fish
stock, is that the management
plan for each fishery has to be
updated, and each stock assess-
ment now has to be reviewed by
independent scientists. The sci-
entists make their recommenda-
tion to the New England Fishery
hldanagement Council, which
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Harbor on Tuesday.

The scientists who reviewed
this summer’s stock assessment
for Atlantic herring came up
with a lower recommendation of
the allowable catch than regula-
tors and officials had made in
prior years. As a result, the annu-
al overall quota for herring in
2010 likely is going to be 90,000

ric tons less than this year's limit
of 194,000 metric tons. That larg-
er quota is parceled among four
fishing areas that include both
inner and outer areas of the Gulf
of Maine, one directly south of
the gulf, and another west of
Nantucket,

Fishery officials in Maine esti-
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BANGOR DAILY NEWS PHOTO BY KEVIN BENNETT
Sternman Joe Woods (foreground) rakes herring into a tote along with fish lumper Gerry Grierson at D.C. Air, fish retailers in Winter
Harbor on Monday. Woods will bait traps for lobster fisherman Larry Torrey with the herring as the pair fish the waters off Winter

that only 20,000 metric tons of
herring can be caught in the
inner gulf of Maine next vear
This means the state’s lobster
industry, which generally uses
about 60,000 metric tons of her-
ring and other fish for bait each
year, will be faced with finding a
significant new source of bait,

mate that seems to result in more
restrictive catch limits for almost
every species each year

“It's going to be severe,” said
Terry Stockwell, director of |
external affairs for Maine'
Department of Mannel
Resources. “There's no way to
sugarcoat it." ‘






Capacity in MW of Kennebec Hydro Projects
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Generation in Million kWh of Kennebec Hydro Plants

[ Inwmeys

i POOMM D07
uosuy
uojuag
ensselg
SpJemp3
puepieQ
seo uolun
sdiy 8oy
xejileH 14
wreyuing

i ueollawy

I Jlrewoiny

I Al1anepn

i Jo9uO0ld

i Apues

| snsng

uew)o

[ SN MeN

o

400
350
300
250
200
150
100

50

B Average Annual Generation (Million kWh) O Estimated Average Annual Generation (Million kWh) “




Relative Capacity of Very Small, Small,
Medium, and Large Hydroelectric Plants
in the Kennebec Basin.

Size # of Plants | Capacity (MW) % of Total

Very Small (< 1 MW) 7 2.57 0.97%
Small (:5 MW) 9 21.85 8.26%
Medium (530 MW) 7 85.4 32.3%
Large (> 30 MW) 2 154.6 58.5%

Total 25 264.42 100%







